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those events to-day. No football kick or baseball 
throw, no hitch and kick or hop, step, and jump 
appear on the program nowadays, and it is no longer 
customary to serve the visiting athletes with straw­
berries and ice cream. Other events, unknown to 
the pioneer field and track stars, have appeared. 
The javelin throw, the discus throw, the mile and the 
two mile runs, and the relay races have replaced the 
three-legged race and the tug of war.
Many of the men who participated in the first 
annual field day of the I. C. A. A. have won distinc­
tion in their chosen professions. They include 
among their number lawyers, judges, doctors, and 
educators of national reputation. Jerry Slattery, 
the hero of the first meet in Iowa City and spectac­
ular performer at Grinnell, became a surgeon in 
Chicago. At the beginning of the Boer War, he en­
listed in a regiment of Irish volunteers and was 
killed in action in South Africa, fighting his tradi­
tional enemy, the British, with the same dash that 
had made him a favorite on the cinder path.
To the athletes from the colleges of Iowa who 
struggled for mastery on field and track at Grinnell 
in 1890 belongs the credit for inaugurating one of 
the most important institutions in the athletic his­
tory of Iowa. The annual State meet of to-day and 
tomorrow is their monument.
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